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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
SERMON ON THE MOUNT PART 12


Please turn to Matthew chapter 5.


As we have been going through the Sermon on the Mount, we went through the Beatitudes and then got to the case studies, where Jesus has been building on the theme of realizing everyone’s innate, human value as a creation of God. These six case studies have been building on each other. And today we see how Jesus wraps up the case studies with loving one’s enemies. If we have been paying attention, we can see how today’s statement regarding loving our enemies put something of a bow on the whole thing thus far. Let’s look at what Jesus has to say beginning in verse 43.

Matt. 5:43   f“You have heard that it was said, g‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, iLove your enemies and jpray for those who persecute you, 45 kso that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and lsends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 mFor if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers,9 what more are you doing than others? Do not even nthe Gentiles do the same? 48 oYou therefore must be pperfect, qas your heavenly Father is perfect.

This is the third part of the second triad, and it is in itself, a triad. Jesus begins with the typical, “You have heard it said…”, that’s the first part. Then He gives us the next part, to which we have become accustomed, “But I say to you…”. That is the second part. Then He finishes by giving us the rationale behind His teaching. 

Matt. 5:43   f“You have heard that it was said, g‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’

Jesus has been quoting Torah throughout our lessons. Sometimes He has quoted the 10 Commandments, other times He has quoted other parts of Torah. Today He is quoting from Leviticus 19. 

Leviticus 19:18
18 sYou shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but tyou shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

Can you spot anything missing here? Let’s look back at what Jesus said in Matthew.

Matt. 5:43   f“You have heard that it was said, g‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’

The first part of what Jesus said comes from Leviticus. But what about the second part, regarding hating your enemy? Where does He get that part of what He says they have been taught? He doesn’t get it from Torah. This shows us that while this was being taught, it is some sort of extrapolation; an addition to what Torah says. This means that over the course of time, it had become normal to think this way; that loving one’s neighbor was certainly good, but one was/ is justified in hating one’s enemies. At the human level this makes sense. After all, why would we love someone who hates us? That would almost certainly allow them to get the better of us – to get over on us, and we certainly can’t have that. From whence does this idea come? 


Psa. 139:19   	Oh that you would nslay the wicked, O God!
		O omen of blood, pdepart from me!
20 	They qspeak against you with malicious intent;
		your enemies rtake your name in vain.2
21 	sDo I not hate those who hate you, O LORD?
		And do I not tloathe those who urise up against you?
22 	I hate them with complete hatred;
		I count them my enemies.
This is an example – one of many, of what is called an imprecatory psalm. We read of others that something to the effect of wanting God to break someone’s teeth. 

Israelites, as God’s chosen people could, and did fall easily into the trap of grouping those outside of Israel into a large group of God’s enemies. And in one sense, that is true. Unbelievers are, in a sense, enemies of God. However, God doesn’t need us to come to His aid in a violent way. He is perfectly capable of taking care of Himself. Do I like it when His name is blasphemed? No. Do I like it when His Word is mocked? No. But that doesn’t give me the right to hurt anyone. That is how holy wars begin. Imprecatory psalms make the statement that we are on God’s side and want Him to win the cosmic battle that has been taking place since creation, but it doesn’t give us the mandate or authorization to respond in kind. The point is that verses such as these had been used to teach that it was ok to hate one’s enemies and act accordingly. We also have to remember that what Jesus is talking about is dealing with one on one interactions. 

We aren’t talking about national or international politics. We are talking about relationships and how they are to be maintained by a greater righteousness – the righteousness of the kingdom. And we are to remember that righteousness has been defined as doing right by God and others. 

We can also see how this type of thinking came about to a people who were now living under the yoke of Rome. They didn’t like it. And neither has any other people group who has come under the yoke of a foreign power. No doubt there were many Israelites who thought this way. After all, Rome and other nations in Israel’s history were ruling in the land God had promised to Abraham. They were running contrary to God’s plan. Therefore, they must be resisted. But we must also remember why these countries were in the land. They were allowed to be there due to the stiff necks of the Israelites. So, while they were there in opposition to God, in another sense they were there by the will of God. Therefore, Jesus is now dealing with how to live in a situation like that. It was not – it is not our responsibility to hate someone for this reason. Jesus tells us how to deal with it. He says to love our enemies – especially as we come into personal contact with them, whether this is something on the scale of Roman occupation or something less, like a neighbor with whom we don’t get along. 

 In Luke 10:29, Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He responded with the parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus’ response was not a welcome one. Samaritans were seen as something less than true Jews. They weren’t seen as true Israelites. The Torah says the same. 

Lev. 19:33   i“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 34 jYou shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and kyou shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

Here, in the same section of Torah, God speaks of those who are strangers in the land. He says that Israelites were to love them as themselves. And this gets back to only loving those who are on our team; those who are like us, from the same tribe, the same ethnic group, the same political party, the same alma mater, etc. There is just no way around it. Both Torah and what Jesus is saying are in agreement, as we should expect. Ok, but why? 


Matt. 5:43   f“You have heard that it was said, g‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, iLove your enemies and jpray for those who persecute you, 45 kso that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and lsends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 mFor if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers,9 what more are you doing than others? Do not even nthe Gentiles do the same? 48 oYou therefore must be pperfect, qas your heavenly Father is perfect.

Jesus says that we are to love our enemies and even pray for them, which from a biblical mindset is the ultimate form of love, when it is sincere, and we understand what it means. The why is answered in the B portion of the same sentence; “so that you may be sons of your Father who is in Heaven.” 

This comes back to imaging. It also goes back to the meta-narrative, (“sons of God). If we are to be kingdom people, that is, imagers of God who profess believing loyalty to YHWH, believing Jesus is Messiah, then we must love and pray for our neighbors. It is also important to realize that “love” is not just a feeling. It is an attitude that leads to action. This is true, agape love. This is why Jesus has pointed out what He did regarding marriage and divorce. True love leads to actions; a way of living. Let’s look once again at what He goes on to say. There is a logic to it. 
For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and lsends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 mFor if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers,9 what more are you doing than others? Do not even nthe Gentiles do the same? 48 oYou therefore must be pperfect, qas your heavenly Father is perfect.


Jesus is making a logical point here. God doesn’t send rain only on the fields of the righteous – those who love Him. He sends rain on the unjust also. God’s love gives provision to everyone. And to people in an agrarian society, rain is of ultimate importance. If you’ve ever had a garden, especially if you really relied upon it for food, you understand this. God’s love and provision is are given to everyone. If god doesn’t withhold provision from anyone, then we should, as His imagers, do the same, to the extent we are able. He goes on with His logic. 

46 mFor if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers,9 what more are you doing than others? Do not even nthe Gentiles do the same?

He now asks a rhetorical question. If we only love those who love us, what reward do we have? Or, as He goes on to ask regarding the tax collectors, don’t they do that? Then next line asks the same thing. If you greet only your brothers, (kin/ neighbors) are not merely doing/ acting as do the Gentiles? 

It is important to note that tax collectors were some of the most despised among the Jews. Some things never change, no matter your context. They were working for Rome – the foreign oppressors who were in the land God promised to Abraham. They took/ often extorted money from Jews to give to Rome. They were feeding the foreign, Gentile, pagan oppressors. Jesus then goes on to mention the Gentiles again in verse 47. 

Can we see what He is saying? He likens loving only those who love us to the Gentiles. What is so appalling about this? The answer is in the whole of what He has been saying thus far. We all know that Jews weren’t supposed to be like the Gentiles. But it goes farther than that. Jesus is talking about the kingdom and what kingdom people are supposed to be like. How they are supposed to act. They are to be the imagers of God – showing the same grace as does God. How can anyone, the immediate hearers of Jesus, as well as those of us in our modern context, be kingdom people if we are living/ acting just like the Gentiles? This is why He uses these examples. Can we see the point? 

Jesus then goes on to give us the knock-out blow. He then says we are to be “perfect”, as 
Our heavenly Father is perfect. Well, there you have it. All we have to do is be perfect. 

48 oYou therefore must be pperfect, qas your heavenly Father is perfect.

If that isn’t a kick in the knee, I don’t know what is. How can we be perfect? I sometimes wonder if this English word was chosen by translators in order to get our attention. That it does. But it can also have the effect of taking all the wind out of our sails. We know that God, by definition is perfect, but how can we be perfect? How can we accomplish this? 

The answer lies in the Greek word translated as “perfect”. 

5046. τέλειος teleios, tel´-i-os; from 5056; complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character, etc.); neuter (as noun, with 3588) completeness: — of full age, man, perfect

It doesn’t mean what we think it does. It means to be complete – think mature. We have to grow into this. We have to be “adult” about things. We have to be whole. This is where we get the idea of wholeness, or even holiness. 

We need to understand that Jesus is not trying to give us more “rules” to follow. We have seen how one can follow or keep the rules and believe they have kept Torah. But if the motivation behind keeping the rules is not love, then have we realty kept Torah? Think of it this way. If I only buy my wife roses because it is expected, is that really giving her a gift? Is that really an act of love? The same reasoning applies here. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus is not adding to the rules. He is not just clarifying rules. He is teaching/ showing us what it actually means to be an imager of God. Jesus said that if you are compelled to go one mile, then go two. Did Jesus just add a mile to what was a legal obligation under Roman law? No. He was changing the motive and redefining the relationship. His followers weren’t to drop the soldier’s gear at the next mile marker and then walk away in a huff. And they weren’t drop the gear at the second mile marker and walk away in a huff, saying, “There! I did what Jesus said I had to do! Have a good day!” That misses the point. The law that is to be written on our hearts goes beyond the letter. The law written on our hearts goes beyond the letter and TO our hearts. It goes to motive. It gets back to genuine agape love as the motive. And the reason for that motive is that as we image God to others, we have to have the same heart as the God we are to be imaging. Let us be ‘telios’ in that. Let’s actively seek, though the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow into that sort of completion and maturity so that we may BE the sons and daughters of our Father in Heaven. 
